
These ideas are working notes, not official Bahá’í teachings 

The Manifestations of God 
 

• there are signs in the sky accompanying their birth 
• their knowledge does not come from human schools 
• their knowledge is innate and spontaneous 
• they foretell future outcomes; they do not make predictions 
• they inspire a long-lasting, worldwide civilization 
• they inspire a calendar based on events in their life 
• they inspire a Holy Book which is in world-wide use 
• they come from degraded, not enlightened societies 
• they change the consciousness of mankind when they      
     physically utter revelation directly from God, without      
     alteration, thereby establishing new natural laws 
• they possess great charisma, and can handle great power 
• they advance human knowledge and consciousness 
• they think clearly, do not become confused, and can handle 

many crises at once; all of their acts are lessons for mankind 
• they are able to bear great adversity and suffering 
• they do not have personal fear 
• they cannot be stopped until their mission has been fulfilled 
• they change concepts of language, science and the arts 
• their lineage with past spiritual leadership is established 
• they retire for a period of time to the wilderness, prior to 

announcing their mission 
• they exhibit childhood precocity 
• they confirm the truths of the previous prophets, teach us 

according to our needs and capacity, and prepare us for future 
revelations; all of this is done out of love for mankind, not for 
material gain  

• they expand the circle of love in human civilization: marriage, 
family, tribe, statehood, nationhood, world unity 

• their motive is not to profit financially or politically from their 
mission, but to serve all of mankind 

• they establish a Covenant with their followers 
• they are human beings, and are not God incarnate 
• their mission succeeds; their opponents fail 
• the revelation they receive consists of both universal spiritual 

principles, and situational guidance which applies only to them 


