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TABLETS to the RULERS 
 

Muhammad sent emissaries to some neighboring lands, including Persia, 
Ethiopia, Byzantium, Egypt and Syria, inviting them to embrace His Faith. 
 
The Báb addressed the Tablet Qayyúmu’l-Asmá to the ‘concourse of kings and 
sons of kings’ while in Mah-Kú prison, 1847-48.  He also sent Tablets to 
Muhammad Shah of Persia and Sultan ‘Abdu’l-Majíd of Turkey.  
 

 
Bahá'u'lláh’s Revelation 

 
1. His announcement to some of His companions at the Garden of Ridván, 

in Baghdad (Iraq) from April 22 to May 3,1863 
2. Tablet of Command        Súriy-i-Amr 

Revealed to the Bábí community from Adrianople (Turkey) in March 1866 
3. Tablets to the Kings        Súriy-i-Mulúk 

• addressed to the world at large through the kings, rulers and clergy 
Adrianople: September 1867 to August 1868 

• includes admonishments to: Sultan ‘Abdu’l-Azíz of Turkey (he did not 
respond), the citizens and clergy of Constantinople, and the French and 
Persian ambassadors 

• ‘Abdu’l-Azíz, also the Caliph of Islam, ruled from 1861-76; his over-
spending and misrule led to the government declaring bankruptcy in 1875 

• the Sultan was deposed on May 30, 1876; he committed suicide on June 
3rd 

• the OTTOMAN dynasty ended with World War I 
 
 

   Kitáb-i-Aqdas    
(Book of Laws) 

 
Specific admonitions, reproofs and warnings were addressed to: 
• the entire human race 
• the crowned rulers of the world 
• the concourse of clergy of all faiths 
• the rulers and presidents of America 
• William I, King of Prussia 
• Emperor Franz Joseph of Austria 
• the people of the Bayán 
• members of parliaments throughout the world 
 
 
Súrih:  a series (Arabic) Lawh:  tablet (Persian) 
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FIRST TABLET to LOUIS NAPOLEON III 
(EMPEROR OF FRANCE, 1851 TO 1870) 

 
• revealed in Adrianople: September 1867 to August 1868 
• Louis Napoleon III, the nephew of Bonaparte, was the most powerful monarch 

in Europe; Bahá'u'lláh promised him world sovereignty if he agreed to follow 
the Bahá’í teachings.  He began his reign with good intentions but became 
repressive. 

• this Tablet was written in a humble, respectful manner to test the sincerity of 
the Emperor; he reacted contemptuously and did not respond  

 
 

TABLET to NASIRI’-DIN SHAH of PERSIA 
(QAJAR Dynasty) 

 
    Lawh-i-Sultan, revealed in Adrianople: September 1867 to August 1868 

• sent from ‘Akká; it was carried by Bádi, known as the “Pride of the Martyrs” 
• the Qajar dynasty, founded by Aga Muhammad, ruled Persia from 1794 to 

1925.  Násiri’-Dín Shah reigned from 1848-96, and had met the Báb while 
Crown Prince. 

• this was the longest Tablet to any ruler; Bahá'u'lláh offered to meet with the 
Shah and the assembled clergy to present His proofs; there was no response 

• Bahá'u'lláh made no specific prophecy about the Shah so as to avoid further 
persecution of the Bahá’ís in Persia. 

• Násiri’-Dín Shah was assassinated on May 1, 1896, precipitating the end of 
the Qajar dynasty. 

 
 

SECOND TABLET to LOUIS NAPOLEON III 
(BONAPARTE) 

 
• revealed in ‘Akká; 1868-70; it was a warning and was prophetic 
• the French army, the mightiest in Europe, under the personal leadership of 

Louis Napoleon III, was defeated in 1870 at the battle of Sedan (in France), 
by the Prussians under Count Helmuth von Moltke and Chancellor Bismarck 

• this defeat effectively ended the 2nd French Empire and the Bonaparte 
dynasty.  It enabled the Prussian King, William I, to be crowned Emperor of 
Germany at Versailles (outside Paris, France), thereby inaugurating the 2nd 
Reich (1871 to 1918).  The 1st Reich (800-1806) was the Holy Roman Empire, 
which was ended by Napoleon Bonaparte at the battles of Jena and 
Auerstad. 

• Louis Napoleon III and his wife, Empress Eugenie, were exiled to England, 
where he died in 1873.  Their son, Louis, the Prince Imperial, was killed by 
Zulu warriors in 1879. 
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TWO TABLETS to ‘ALI PASHA 
(GRAND VIZIER of TURKEY) 

 
Tablet to the Chief        Súriy-i-Ráis 

• revealed in August 1868 while enroute to ‘Akká and shortly after His arrival  
• Bahá'u'lláh dates the disintegration of the “old world order” from this Tablet 
• ‘Ali Pásha, who initially had great promise, was deposed and died in 1869. 
 
 
 

TABLET to CZAR ALEXANDER II of RUSSIA 
(ROMANOV) 

 
• Alexander II Nicholaevitch was warned three times by Bahá'u'lláh, however 

he did not respond.  He began his reign with good intentions but became 
repressive. 

• the Czar was assassinated by a bomb on March 13, 1881 
• his son, Czar Alexander III, blamed the Jews for the assassination, and 

vowed to exterminate, convert and/or exile all the Jews of Russia.  Nicholas II 
succeeded Alexander III as Czar.  He and his family were executed by the 
Bolsheviks on July 16, 1918, during World War I.   

 
 
 

TABLET to POPE PIUS IX 
 

• revealed in ‘Akká in 1869; the Pope did not respond 
• at the First Vatican Council, held in July 1870, Pius 9th arranged to have the 

Papacy declared infallible on doctrines of faith and morals when proclaimed 
ex cathedra (from the Vatican) 

• King Victor Emmanuel II attacked the Papal States (central Italy) in 
September 1870; it had existed as an independent country, and as the Pope’s 
own kingdom, for 1,000 years.  Pius IX became known as the “Prisoner of the 
Vatican.” 

 
 
 
 

 
TABLETS to the ‘RULERS of AMERICA and the REPUBLICS THEREIN’ 

 
• revealed in ‘Akká 1868-70 
• U.S. Grant was president of the United States from 1869-77. 
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TABLET to QUEEN VICTORIA of ENGLAND 

(HANOVER / WINDSOR) 
 

• revealed in ‘Akká: 1868-70 
• she became Queen at age 18, and reigned for 64 years, 1837 to 1901  During 

the reign of her grandson, George V, the German family name was changed 
to Windsor.   

• her claim to succession was weak, however, she ruled England longer than 
any other monarch, despite seven assassination attempts and early 
widowhood 

• Bahá'u'lláh praised the Queen and the English government in this Tablet for 
ending the English slave trade (1807), ending slavery in England (1834), and 
for establishing democracy in the form of representative government. 

• Victoria was the only monarch to respond to Bahá'u'lláh; she was courteous 
and positive.  Her dynasty is the only one of those addressed which still exists 
in office. 

• England, though rife with dissent and problems of empire during her reign, 
avoided the continental revolutions (1830-49), avoided the continental wars 
from 1814 to 1914 (except for the Crimean War), expanded to become the 
world’s largest empire, led the Industrial Revolution, and celebrated the 
London Great Exhibition of May 1, 1851, which was the first World’s Fair 
(orchestrated by her beloved husband, Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, 
who died in 1861). 

• Victoria, Empress of India, was “the Grandmother of Europe.”  Her 
granddaughter, Queen Marie of Romania (reigned 1914-38), was also the 
granddaughter of Czar Alexander II of Russia; she became the first monarch 
to embrace the Bahá’í Faith. 

 
 

TABLET to FRANZ JOSEPH  
 (EMPEROR of AUSTRIA and KING of HUNGARY) 

(HAPSBURG) 
 

• revealed in ‘Akká, circa 1873, as part of the Kitáb-i-Aqdas 
• he did not respond to Bahá'u'lláh; his reign was one of repeated tragedy 
• his wife, Elizabeth, was assassinated; his son Rudolph died scandalously in 

1889 
• the assassination of his nephew and heir, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, 

precipitated World War I and the end of the dynasty and the Austro-
Hungarian empire  
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TABLET to KAISER WILLIAM I of PRUSSIA 
(HOHENZOLLERN) 

 
• revealed in ‘Akká, circa 1873, as part of the Kitáb-i-Aqdas 
• William I was the first Prussian King to rule a united Germany as Emperor; he 

ruled until 1888; his son then ruled for 3 months until his death. 
• his grandson, William II, plunged Germany into World War I, resulting in the 

end of the dynasty in 1918, the defeat of Germany, and the end of the 2nd 
Reich 

• Bahá'u'lláh’s Tablet, which was ignored, was prophetic about Germany’s 
future. 


