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The Old World Order vs. the New World Order 
 

     Characteristics of the Old World Order 
 

 The European system of government was based on the concept of 
monarchy and aristocracy, and was essentially the extended family of 
Queen Victoria of England, “the Grandmother of Europe” 

 Absolute monarchs were above the law and could abuse and exploit their 
subjects without interference, until a coup or revolution took place 

 Peace treaties and political marriages were established to promote peace, 
but often caused war due to entangling alliances 

 War began when one king attacked another country; a “just war” was one 
of self-defense, to right a wrong, or was authorized by the Pope; the 
citizens had no say in going to war 

 Kings and monarchs, many of whom were related, did not assassinate 
each other; their subjects died in the wars, then the kings negotiated and 
made peace, often creating further entangling treaties and marriages 

 Religious and territorial conflicts often led to war 
 Imperialism: wars were fought to acquire money, colonies and resources 
 Clergy, such as the Pope, had governmental power in society 
 
Rules of Aristocracy 
Citizens could not touch the ruler’s body; rulers had no last names: they were 
named after their dynasty; the highest ranking ruler proposed marriage, 
regardless of gender; ruler’s personal lives were above judgment; 
“morganatic” marriages took place when an aristocrat married a commoner 
who was not allowed to become an aristocrat; aristocrats did not work and did 
not carry money 
 
 
Characteristics of the New World Order 
 
 Ultimately to be known as the Bahá’í Commonwealth 
 Establishment of global governing bodies such as the League of Nations 

and the United Nations 
 Establishment of regional governing bodies, such as SEATO, NATO, 

OPEC, European Union, Organization of African Unity, British 
Commonwealth, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the 
International Criminal Court, etc. 

 The prominence of America as a world power guaranteeing freedom and 
democracy throughout the world; America’s responsibility to overthrow 
tyranny; America to lead the nations spiritually as it has led them 
materially 

 The rise of democracy leads to peace: democracies do not fight each 
other, and do not tolerate terrorism 

 Armies change from war-fighting to peace-keeping and nation-building 
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 Establishment of the internet, global television networks, and global 
satellite communications 

 Use of Collective Security, including weapons inspections, economic and 
military sanctions, 

 International Law, including the Laws of Land Warfare, the Geneva 
Conventions; treaties against land mines, chemical and biological 
weapons, genocide, ethnic cleansing, child soldiers, mis-treatment of 
prisoners, piracy; global maritime and aviation laws  

 Establishment of a World Court, recognition of war crimes and crimes 
against humanity 

 Concept of Universal Human Rights 
 Rise to prominence of non-governmental organizations (NGO’s) 
 Political power and parity for women 
 Establishment of the Lesser Peace (a political peace) by non- Bahá’ís, 

since the most powerful ruler of the Old World Order (Emperor Louis 
Napoleon of France) rejected the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh 

 Establishment of the Most Great Peace (a spiritual peace) as humanity 
recognizes Bahá’u’lláh 

 The fall of great statesmen, religious and political leaders and the rising 
power of the common people working together in groups 

 The abolition of Nationalism, Communism, and Racism 
 Establishment of a Universal Auxiliary Language: 

      “English is the de-facto lingua franca!” 
 Global and regional cooperation on environmental issues 
 Coordinated world-wide relief for natural disasters 
 Constitutional and representative government 
 Re-establishment of righteous kingship 
 Wars are fought for altruistic and ideological, not imperialistic reasons; 

devastated countries are re-built 
 Establishment of one world religion (Bahá’í Faith), thereby making 

religious wars irrelevant; universal standards of religious truth and morality 
 Use of Bahá’í Consultation to resolve issues, based on Justice 


